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SPEECH BY THE GUEST OF HONOUR, DR THOMAS CHATAGHALALA 

MUNTHALI, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE NATIONAL PLANNING 

COMMISSION (NPC) AT THE 3RD CONGREGATION OF THE MALAWI 

INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT (MIM) BUSINESS SCHOOL FOR THE AWARDING 

OF UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES  

HELD AT BICC ON 19th AUGUST 2022 

 

Salutations! 

• The Chairperson of the Board of Governors for Malawi Institute of Management, 

Professor Lewis Dzimbiri; 

• Members of   the MIM Board of Governors present here;  

• The Acting Executive Director of the Malawi Institute of Management, Dr. Jessie 

Kabwila; 

• Senior Government Officials; 

• The Board Chair of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Malawi (ICAM); 

• The Chief Executive Officer of ICAM; 

• The Representatives of University of Bolton, Dr.Greg Walker and Ms Fozia Uddin 

present here; 

• Management and Staff of MIM present here; 

• Parents and Guardians 

• MIM Student Union President 

• MIM Alumni Representatives 

• Graduands; 

• Members of the press; 

• Distinguished Invited Guests; 

• Ladies and Gentlemen: 
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1. Board Chair and ED, I am greatly honoured to be part of this 3rd Congregation of the 

Malawi Institute of Management (MIM) Business School which is graduating the fifth and 

sixth cohorts of the School including students from your collaborating partners, the 

University of Bolton and Institute of Chartered Accountants in Malawi (ICAM). 

 

2. I have followed with keen interest the significant contributions MIM and its collaborating 

partners have made to the nation over the years. I have witnessed first-hand, the impacts 

that the alumni are making towards the wealth creation and self-reliance agenda that sits at 

the helm of the country’s Vision, the Malawi 2063. 

 

3. I know of a revered grass-roots activist, education campaigner and a highly-motivated 

development practitioner. The woman who co-founded the Young Women Leaders 

Network. A woman with both national and international experience. A woman who heads 

one of the most powerful international NGOs in the country and has been serving in various 

other leadership positions and boards of both local and international organisations. In 2018, 

she was recognized by the NGO Gender Coordination Network for her outstanding 

contribution to the gender sector in Malawi. And just this week, the nation through the 

National Planning Commission, recognized her as a Human Capital Development 

Champion. When I checked why she wears high heels, delivers quality and talks with 

confidence, I found out the secret. She holds a Masters Degree in Leadership and Change 

Management from University of Derby obtained through the MIM corridors. She is 

Lingalireni Mihowa, Executive Director for Oxfam-Malawi.  

 

4. I know many of you will never get satisfied with one example. Then indulge me further. 

Starting out as an aviation fuels business manager at BP Malawi Limited in 2001, a young 

woman rose through the ranks to become a group chief executive officer of one of the 

prominent stock-exchange-listed insurance companies in Malawi. The woman sits on 

boards of prominent companies and businesses and she sometimes have had to hide to avoid 

being appointed into more. When I checked out her secret, I realised she had gone through 

the corridors of MIM to get her Master’s degree from University of Derby. She is Edith 

Jiya, Group CEO of Old Mutual.  
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5. Well, if you think MIM is just for women leaders, then listen to the story of a young man I 

have known for years as a sharp go-getter who is scaling the leadership ladder so fast. A 

certified Public Finance Accountant. An ICAM member with a demonstrated history of 

astute skills in Cash Flow, Enterprise Risk Management, and Account Reconciliation. 

When I checked the secret behind his success, I noted he has a Masters from University of 

Derby that he got through the MIM corridors. He is Tiya Somba Banda, President of the 

revered Super League of Malawi (SULOM). 

 

6. Still not convinced? Let me tell you about a prominent economist and politician who was 

recently recognised as an Overall Mindset Change Champion for his dedication to 

spearheading business unusual reforms in the public sector and State Operated Enterprises; 

someone who will keep to time and prefers to do his own PowerPoint Presentations. He is 

Right Honourable Dr Saulos Klaus Chilima, Vice President of the Republic of Malawi. The 

fact that he walked through the MIM corridors to get his PhD in Knowledge Management 

from the University of Bolton when he was already Vice President, speaks volumes of the 

confidence MIM enjoys out there.  

 

7. But why are you only picking on examples of those who did Masters degrees or PhD? This 

is depressing to some of us. The answer is simple. If you only have a certificate, diploma 

or degree, then you are not there yet. The world is fast evolving and to remain competitive 

in your field and for the nation, please come back to MIM and complete your education.   

 

8. But here is the key message. Be it in Government and politics, civil society and NGO sector, 

private sector, sports and creative arts, you will spot someone who has walked through the 

MIM corridors being part of the drivers. So be proud graduands. You can and should be 

part of these inspirational figures and more! Be motivated. I know some of you think you 

have already done it in life, but am sure you decided to pass through the MIM corridors 

because you wish to soar even higher like an eagle. Your new journey has just started – 

that is why this event is called a commencement event.  
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9. In meeting our Malawi 2063 vision as a nation, you are the greatest source of wealth. That’s 

why the Vision emphasises on page 35, that developing human capital will play a pivotal 

role in the transformation of our economy. I urge you all to find a copy of the Vision on the 

National Planning Commission (NPC) website and read it as you would with the Bible. 

Currently, as a nation, we do not have the full requisite skills or financial capabilities fit-

for-purpose to support the development agenda of the country. The thrust of any economy 

is its educated and skilled people as they are the ones that design programmes, implement 

strategies and create innovations. Human capital is the “conductor of an orchestra” 

directing how other resources are put into productive use to attain desired outcomes.  

 

10. It is in this light that this year’s graduation theme is so befittting: ‘Servant Leadership: 

Leading a journey towards Malawi 2063 with Excellence.’  

 

11. I wish to sincerely congratulate training institutions such as MIM and its collaborating 

partners like Bolton University and ICAM that are playing a commendable role in creating 

the human capital that is fit-for-purpose in meeting our country’s Vision. Board Chair and 

ED, the National Planning Commission stands ready to fully collaborate with MIM and 

indeed all universities (private and public) in ensuring that their programmes align to the 

country’s Vision so that we can meet the aspirations sooner than 2063.  

 

12. May I hasten to add that the country still lags so much in its human capital development 

capacities and so we need to find innovative ways of producing enmasse the needed 

quantities while minding the quality. This will require innovation and investments in open 

and distance e-learning (ODEL). In modern times, we can no longer just rely on brick and 

mortar – this is what will distinguish the surviving training institutions to those that will 

fold-up due to lack of innovation. Just as the labour market is competitive for the graduands, 

so is the business market for training institutions.   

 

13. To the graduands, am so happy for you. Graduation ceremony is one of the most memorable 

events in anyone’s life. This is a happy occasion because you are being rewarded for your 

hard work and the completion of your studies. For the youthful graduands, this is also a 

proud moment for parents and guardians because their dreams of giving their sons and 
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daughters education have finally come to fruition and I would like to say ‘‘to God be the 

Glory.’’ To all of you graduands, this MIM, and the collaborating universities are your 

alma mater and so be their admirable ambassadors. The reputation in the labour market and 

respect for more enrolment into the universities and MIM (and the School of Government 

it is transitioning into), pretty much depends on you.  

 

14. Last but not least, if you could all join me in applaud the Board, Management and Staff of 

MIM along with its partners for delivering fit-for-purpose graduands at such a colourful 

event. It all reflects a culmination of hard work, team work, endurance and commitment by 

the team.  

 

15. Board Chair and ED, let me finish with a Bible verse that I have always found so 

encouraging in my academic and professional journey: ‘For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.’ Jeremiah 29:11. So if you as graduands can forget anything that I have 

said today, please just remember this verse.  

 

16. Board Chair and ED, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, it is with great 

pleasure that I now officially open the third congregation of the MIM Business School 

for the award of undergraduate and postgraduate degrees and certificates today the 

19th of August 2022 here at the Bingu International Convention Centre. 

 

17. God bless!  


